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A gift from your lifetime 
could help local people 

affected by sight loss 
make the most of theirs



We all treasure in life the people we love, and want to say ‘thank 
you’ to family, friends and others who have supported us through 
life’s journey. One way to do this is to remember those individuals 
and organisations who have been closest to our hearts with a 
legacy gift.

It’s very easy to avoid making a Will – I don’t have time, I don’t 
want to think about it  – but none of us know what the future 
holds. ‘Now’ is always the right time to make sure your family, 
friends and causes that you care about will be taken care of.

Many people assume that they don’t need to make a Will, that 
their wishes will automatically be fulfilled. However, this is not 
the case. Having a professionally prepared, up-to-date Will is the 
only way to make sure your wishes will be fulfilled and that those 
you care for most are looked after when you are gone.

Why do I need to make a Will?

Did you know?

•	 More than 1 in 6 Britons die without making a Will.

•	 70% of couples (married or in a civil partnership) do 
not have a Will, meaning their partners would have no 
automatic right to inherit.

•	 79% of parents have no Will, or have not named 
guardians in their Will, meaning they would have no 

say over who would look after their children 
should the worst happen.

(Source: Will Aid)



Where should I start?

We would always recommend seeking independent advice on 
making a Will from a practising solicitor or legally qualified Will 
Writer. ‘Home-made’ Wills may appear cheaper but there is a 
high chance of mistakes which can later make the Will invalid.

Here at Sight Support Derbyshire we have a list of local solicitors, 
some of whom have received our visual awareness training, 
and some of whom offer discounts or special offers to our 
members, volunteers and supporters. Please contact us for more 
information on 01332 292262.

What types of gifts can I make in my Will?

1. Specific - A particular item such as jewellery, furniture etc, or 
particular assets such as shares.

2. Non Specific - General gifts such as ‘all my personal 
possessions.’

3. Pecuniary - A specific sum of money.

4. Residuary - The residue of an estate is everything that is left 
once all debts, bills, taxes and other specific, non specific and 
pecuniary gifts have been made. This can be given as a total 
to one person or organisation, or can be divided between a 
number of beneficiaries.



Before you meet with a solicitor here are some points to 
consider:

1. Work out what you have to leave by drawing up 2 lists. 
Your ‘assets’ list should include everything you own, e.g. 
property, bank accounts, shares, etc. Your ‘liabilities’ list 
should include any debts you may have, e.g. mortgages, 
loans, credit cards etc. This will allow you to work out the 
approximate value of your ‘estate.’

2. Think about who you would like to be responsible for 
making sure your wishes are carried out, your ‘executors.’

3. If appropriate, think about who you would like to be 
guardians of your children.

4. Decide which family members and friends you would like 
to remember in your Will and whether this would be with a 
specific gift, such as jewellery, or with a financial gift, either 
a specific amount or a percentage of the residue of the 
estate.

5. Think about any charities or local organisations you may 
wish to support.  Perhaps those that have supported you 
or your loved ones through difficult times, or those whose 
cause you believe in.

Now you are ready to contact a solicitor.  Remember 
to take all your papers with you, including the 

full names and addresses of any family, 
friends or charities you wish to 

include in your Will.

What do I need to think about?



Should I leave a gift 
to charity in my Will?
Who you decide to remember in your Will is entirely your 
choice. Your Will is your opportunity to ensure your personal 
wishes will be carried out.

If you are considering leaving a gift to charity then here are some 
things you may wish to think about:

• Gifts to charity are exempt from Inheritance Tax. Making 
a gift to charity may reduce the value of your estate below 
the Inheritance Tax threshold.

• Leaving a gift of just 1% of your estate to charities means 
that 99% still goes to your family and friends. However, that 
1% could mean a great deal to causes close to your heart.

• Leaving a gift to your favourite charities won’t cost 
you anything now, but will be a lasting gift for future 
generations.



A diagnosis of permanent sight loss can be devastating and 
yet is often given in stark medical terms with little practical and 
emotional support for this life-changing event. Many people 
who first come into contact with Sight Support Derbyshire are 
bewildered, frightened and don’t know where to turn.

Thankfully our trained and dedicated staff and volunteers are 
there to help, from emotional support to advice on equipment and 
services, from social and activity groups to tackle loneliness to 
holiday activities for visually impaired children.

Every year we support around 9,500 people across Derbyshire 
who are affected by sight loss but we can only do this thanks to 
the generosity of our supporters.

How can I help Sight Support Derbyshire?

“I virtually lost the sight in one eye overnight…
 I thought that my life was over.”



“Specialist lighting and magnifiers may not sound like 
much to anyone with good eyesight, but they made a 
world of difference to dad.  He was a vibrant character 
who loved to read and enjoyed his daily newspaper, 
especially keeping an eye on the horses!  When his 
sight deteriorated he found it very hard. Thankfully 

Sight Support Derbyshire were there to help, meaning 
dad could keep his independence and most importantly 

for him, could read again.”

If you decide to leave a gift to Sight Support Derbyshire, please 
give your solicitor our address and registered charity number, 
found on the back of this leaflet. 

Please note we are a totally independent Derbyshire-based 
charity, with no affiliation to any national charities.

We are extremely grateful for all the legacies we receive, and all 
our benefactors have the opportunity to be included in our Book 
of Remembrance, which can also be viewed online.



“Dad decided to leave a gift in his Will to Sight Support 
Derbyshire, as his way of saying ‘thank you’ for all the 
help he had received.  It’s a comfort to me to know that 
through this gift, Dad is helping other people who are 

facing sight loss like he did.”

Please contact us for further information on any aspect of this 
leaflet, to request our list of local solicitors, or to let us know you 
have remembered us in your will, so we can thank you.

Sight Support Derbyshire 
Suite 2.2-2.10, 2nd Floor
Litchurch Plaza
Litchurch Lane
Derby DE24 8AA
Tel: 01332 292262
Email: fundraising@sightsupportderbyshire.org.uk

Registered Charity Number: 1080986

A legacy gift will help local children and adults affected 
by sight loss by helping us to tackle loneliness and enable 
independence.

Gifts from Wills (legacies) account, on average, for over 7% of 
our income each year. This is the equivalent to the annual cost 
of running our hospital advice service and our children and 
young people’s activities.


