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Celebration Time
In mid-September we held our annual celebration fuddle,
attended by volunteers from around the county.
Certificates for 15 years, 10 years, 5 years and 3 years of
service were presented, with Pat Haywood achieving a 25
year certificate and John Binks a certificate for 21 years’
service.
Three volunteers, Marge Rose, Mark Bates and Pat
Haywood, were presented a free weekend break, courtesy
of a national volunteering recognition scheme, Room to
Reward. These were awarded by an independent panel
from nominations that we made. All are deserving winners
and we hope they enjoy their breaks. We also welcomed a
special guest from the Cooperative Society, which has
previously provided funding for our services. Joanna West
came to find out more about what we do.
Over the school holidays some volunteers helped out as
sighted guides for our children and young people’s
activities. Others joined in some of our fundraising

Winter Safety for Volunteers

Hopefully we will not see weather like this!

A gentle reminder that at this time of the year you must
be careful both in terms of travelling in inclement
weather conditions and when visibility is low. Please
ensure that you have a emergency contact number for
your staff lead, so you can contact them if you are
unable to attend your volunteering slot safely. If you
would like any further advice please contact Lesley.

Quiz time at the fuddle!

activities, collecting much-needed funds while letting the
public know about our important work. Meeting the public
helps to get information out. If it makes a difference to just
one person and their family, it shows how we’re needed.
If you would like to help at one-off activities, e-mail me at
volunteering@sightsupportderbyshire.org.uk for a list or
call me on 01332 292262.
Lesley Coombes, Volunteer Coordinator

Small Change Big Difference

We have launched our new money boxes (see
above), which are handy cardboard boxes that
allow supporters to donate their spare change, or
collect donations from friends and family.
We are also launching a new regular giving
campaign, asking supporters to set up a regular
donation of just £3 a month - the price of a cup of
coffee - via our website. £3 a month could, for
example, go towards making contact with parents
of visually impaired children to offer them support.
If you would like more information or a box, contact
Fundraising on 01332 292262.

Get in the Saddle for Track Attaque!
Join us at Derby Arena Velodrome on 8th and 9th
February for the ride of your life!
Huub Track Attaque, formerly known as Cyclone24, is a
24-hour team track cycling challenge. Our Sight
Support Derbyshire tandem team has been unbeaten
for the past two years – because we’ve entered the only
tandem team in the UK!
It only costs £10 to sign up and each entrant is asked to
raise at least £200 in sponsorship for us. The usual
entry fee is £900 for a team of six.
You will join the challenge for eight hours, riding as a
‘stoker’ on the back of the tandem with a trained pilot
leading the way. We welcome visually impaired and
sighted participants.

You will cycle for 20 minutes at a time, giving two hours’
total time on the track during your eight hour shift. If
you’re an experienced cyclist this may not seem much,
but riding on a tandem is a different game entirely so it
will be a challenge!
Track experience is not essential, but you will need to
be physically fit. Derby Arena run regular para cycling
sessions on tandems on Saturdays, so we can put you
in touch if you would like a practice session.
If you’d like to join our unique tandem team, please
contact Lynda Raven in Fundraising on 01332 292262.
Photograph by Andrew Slater Photography. Andrew is a
visually impaired photographer and a past stoker in
Cyclone24 2018.

Event Calendar Winter 2019
Can you spare a couple of hours to help?
Christmas jumpers and hats optional!
Sunday 1st December: Ripley Christmas Market, 9am to 4pm.
Help set up and run the tombola and goods for sale on pre-erected
market stall. ‘Tis the season to be jolly, so Christmas head dress is a
must!
Friday 20th December: Bag Pack, Morrison’s, Sir Frank Whittle
Way, Derby, 9am to 5pm.
The big day is looming, so please bring a smile!
Monday 23rd December: Bag Pack, Morrison's, Sir Frank

Whittle Way, Derby, 9am to 5pm.
Christmas Elves are desperately needed for this, the final countdown!
Just let the fundraising team know what hours you can do, any help
from you, your family or friends will be greatly received. Call the
Fundraising Team on 01332 292262.

Photographer Volunteers
In October we had to say a sad farewell as
Bob and Margaret, our trusted volunteer
photographers for many years, have retired.
They have captured photos for us at events
and activities across the county, allowing us
to record and publicise our events and
activities. These images are vital to keep
our website and leaflets current.
We are therefore looking for experienced
photographers and videographers who
might be able to help out on an ad hoc
basis. Do you know anyone who has the
skill and equipment? If so, please call
Lesley on 01332 292262 or email:
volunteering@sightsupportderbyshire.org.uk

